
Curiosity on Mars: Wind and Radiation on Mars 
 

this is your Curiosity rover update. 
 
A lot of what this mission is about is figuring out the possibility that ancient Mars 
was a habitable 
Two instruments that help with that are the RAD instrument and the REMS 
instrument. 
 
The RAD instrument is a radiation assessment detector.  It measures the high-
energy radiation coming up from the cosmic rays and the sun. That radiation is 

surface.  
 

human missions to Mars.  
 
Another instrument that Curiosity has that measures the modern environment is 

station. We measure a lot of things including pressure, and humidity, temperature 
and wind. 
 

in pressure around noon that seemed like the signature 
of  
 
 
Spirit and Opportunity saw lots of dust devils moving across the horizon. Our 
best guess at osity is seeing dust devils go right over 
it,  
 
So what we think is happening is the same sorts of vortexes, driven by 

dust. 
 
Another thing that REMS has been measuring is wind

-
kilometer high mountain to s a pretty tall crater rim 
to the north of us  
 
The winds blow up and down the mountain as the temperature changes during 
the day and up and down the crater slopes and then along the depression where 

 
 figure out from the REMS data exactly which parts of 

 
 



commands to send up to the rover to keep it busy while people here take some 
much needed time off. The rover will be acquiring a big panorama of our 

 
 

 
 


